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SUSTAINABILITY & RECYCLING 

Madison County Hosts Municipal & Township Tire Collection 

Moro Township participated in this years Tire Collection Chairman Alan Dunstan at the Madison County Tire Collection 

Madison County collected 15,600 tires during a 
tire collection on August 23rd and 24th at the 
Highway Department’s facility in Ma-
rine.  County staff coordinated the effort as 18 
municipalities and 21 townships participated in 
the event and delivered a total of 117 truck-
loads.  This is the 16th collection held in Madi-
son County since the program’s inception and 
over 300,000 tires have been collected. 

The event was paid for by Illinois Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (IEPA) as part of a nation-
wide initiative to prevent the spread of the Zika 
virus.  Old tires often fill with stagnant water 
and are a breeding ground for mosquitoes.  By 
sponsoring tire collections, the IEPA is hoping 
to remove an easily-identifiable source of mos-
quitoes. 

Tires have been banned from landfills in Illinois 

since 1989.  Since they are a petroleum prod-
uct, they are susceptible to fire, and in exam-
ples across the country, landfills have experi-
enced uncontrollable fire with tires as an igni-
tion source.  Although tire retailers include a 
surcharge that should pay for the disposal of 
old tires, many tires end up dumped along the 
roadside or in low-lying areas instead of being 
properly disposed of. As a result, municipalities 
and townships regularly sweep common dump 
sites to pick up tires and are burdened with 
storing 1000’s of tires.  They are required to 
keep the tires in storage until a tire collection is 
organized, which happens every few 
years.  Tires collected this year were taken by 
Earth Services of Benton, IL to Marion, Ken-
tucky for shredding and recycling/reuse. 



The P&D cus-
tomer service 
staff received a 
total of  1,161 
phone calls in 
August 2016. Phone calls primarily involve 
building and zoning questions, complaints and 
violations, or  a number of the department’s 
programs. In addition to phone calls, 317 peo-
ple visited the counter this month .  
 

The department has received 7,361 phone calls 
so far this year. On average, we receive around 
12,000 phone calls a year or 1,000 per month.   
The total year-to-date for walk-in customers is 
2,504. On average customer service will see 
3,400 will visit the counter in a year which is 
around 280 per month.  Both phone calls and 
counter visits were above average for the 
month. 

CODE ENFORCEMENT  

16% 
Increase in 

Single-Family 

Homes 

The Planning & Development De-
partment issued 22 building per-
mits for new homes during the 
month of August.  This is 3 more 
than were issued last August. The 
P&D Department has issued 95 
single-family home permits so far 
this year. 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

Vacant Gas Stations Removed 
On August 10th, the Planning & Development Department com-
pleted the demolition of two long-vacant gas stations located at I
-70 and IL Rte. 4, south of Marine.  The gas stations have been 
vacant for nearly twenty years, and over time, the structures de-
teriorated and became a public safety hazard and an eyesore.   

After receiving reports that people were illegally entering the 
buildings at night, P&D building inspectors toured the property 
and found sections of the roof had collapsed and unstable exteri-
or walls.  Tom Hawkins, deputy department administrator, 
worked with the property owners’ representative for several 
months and received their approval to remove the struc-
tures.  After the completion of a bid process and approval 
through the County Board, P&D hired Supreme Trucking from 
Roxana to tear down the structures and haul-off materials and 
debris.  The total project cost was less than $9,000.  Once the 
property is sold or refinanced, the owner will be required to pay 
off the lien which will reimburse the department.    

1,161 
phone calls received in 

 August 



STORMWATER 

Silver Creek Watershed Receives $500,000 Grant From IEPA 

 

SIUE Students Volunteer at Arlington Wetland  

Forty students from SIUE volunteered to help remove invasive spe-
cies from the Arlington Wetland on Saturday, August 20th.  The stu-
dents spent the Saturday morning first receiving a crash course in 
invasive plants from Scott Moss, an ecology instructor from Lewis 
& Clark Community College.  The students then headed into the 
prairie grasses within the wetland to remove invasive plants.  

The program is part of SIUE community service require-
ments.  Each undergraduate student is required perform communi-
ty service every year in order to fulfill their program require-
ments.  Sarah Laux, the Assistant Director of Civic Engagement, co-
ordinated the program on SIUE’s behalf.  Steve Brendel, Madison 
County Stormwater Coordinator, organized the event. The Arling-
ton Wetland is a restored wetland on 80-acres at Horseshoe Lake 
Road and Arlington Drive.  The wetlands features a walkway 
through native prairie grasses and a boardwalk across the wetland 
area with educational stations along the route.  The project was 
completed in 2013 and is owned and maintained by Madison 
County and CARD.  

Heartlands Conservancy has been awarded a $500,000 grant from 
the IEPA for projects within the Silver Creek Watershed.  The fund-
ing will pay for projects proposed within the Silver Creek Water-
shed Plan and follows the Planning & Developments Department’s 
stormwater management efforts.  Projects can include water and 
sediment control basins, ponds, streambank and creek stabiliza-
tion, among other practices.  

The grant was awarded as a direct result of the Silver Creek Water-
shed Plan, which is expected to be adopted later this year.  The 
planning effort proposes a series flood reduction and water quality 
projects and improvements to the administrative and regulatory 
framework.  The plan was largely shaped by public engagement, 
which included stakeholder meeting, public forums, and a citizen 
survey.  

The effort is a partnership between Madison County Planning & 
Development, the Soil & Water District, NGREEC, and Midwest 
Streams, Inc.  The group will continue working together to identify 
opportunities within the watershed. 
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ZONING ADMINISTRATION 

Code violations in unincorporated Madison County go 
through the adjudication process rather than being tried 
at Circuit Court.  Illinois Statutes allow county jurisdictions 
to appoint a hearing officer to conduct hearings and pro-
vide an enforceable outcome for property maintenance, 
zoning and building code violations, and private sewage 
issues.   

The process allows the opportunity for violations to be 
mitigated and brought into compliance without requiring 
either party to expend resources through a trial pro-
cess.  So far this year, county inspectors have cited 410 
code violations.  Over 90% or 372 of the violations were 
brought into compliance prior to adjudication.  The re-
maining 38 violations were sent to the hearing officer to 
be adjudicated.  If the hearing officer affirms that a viola-
tion exists, the property owner will receive an order to 
fully comply with ordinances and a monetary fine that, in 
most cases, is dismissed if all issues are addressed within 

a reasonable time period.    


